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as many do, and as in such unequal matches indeed
most such people do.

Thus that pride which once set her above a kind,
diligent, tender husband, and made her scorn to
stoop to acquaint herself with his affairs, by which,
had she done it, she had been tolerably qualified to
get in her debts, dispose of her shop goods, and
bring her estate together; the same pride sinks her
into the necessity of cringing, as he may prove, to a
scoundrel, and taking her servant to be her master.

This 1 mention for the caution of those ladies
who stoop to marry men of business, and yet despise
the business they are maintained by; that marry
the tradesman but scorn the trade. If madam
thinks tit to stoop to the man, she ought never to
think herself above owning his employment; and
as she may, upon occasion of his death, be left to
value herself upon it, and to have at least her for-
nine and her children's to gather up out of it, she
ought not to profess herself so unacquainted with
it as not to be able to look into it when necessity
obliges her.

It is a terrible disaster to any woman to be so
far above her own circumstances, that she should
not qualify herself to make the best of things that
are left her, or to preserve herself from being
cheated and being imposed upon. In former times
tradesmen's widows valued themselves upon the
shop and trade, or the warehouse and trade that
was left them ; and, at least, if they did not carry on
the trade in their own names, they would keep it
up till they put it off to advantage; and often I have
known a widow get from three hundred to five
hundred pounds for the good-will, as it is called, of
the shop and trade, if she did not think fit to carry
on the trade; if she did, the case turned the other
way, namely, that if the widow did not put off the